
Year in Review 

Celebrating what was accomplished in 2016



• Ecclesiastes 3:9–13 (NRSV) 

9 What gain have the workers from their toil? 10 I have seen 
the business that God has given to everyone to be busy 
with. 11 He has made everything suitable for its time; 
moreover he has put a sense of past and future into their 
minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the 
beginning to the end. 12 I know that there is nothing better 
for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long 
as they live; 13 moreover, it is God’s gift that all should 
eat and drink and take pleasure in all their toil. 

Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



We are the CityChurch of Ames Des Moines

• A church of 16 house churches in central Iowa

• We believe there is a link between the expansion and 
establishment of the Early Church and the simple gathering 
together of communities of believers on the first day of every 
week in homes and tenements around an evening meal, 
celebrating their new life in Christ.   



We have many things to celebrate, one of which is….

Mike, please unveil the surprise, starting with the next slide



Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



We are a family…not like a family, we are a family!



We demand and ask a lot of everyone, we have been 
given a lot, and a lot has been accomplished.

Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!

We started 105 new translations of the Bible



Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



We worked with over 100 partners in 30 countries.

Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



We have an online store for Indian Partners to order 
BILD materials.

Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



Our families hosted, planned, cook, cleaned, drove, 
talked to, put up with, listened to, asked about, gave 
money to, rearranged houses, took vacation time, 
cooked and cleaned some more, taught, led, and 

celebrated the largest BILD Conference in our family’s 
history.

Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



• About 230 Leaders were hosted in our homes for 
4-14 days
– That’s an equivalent of $250,000 in hotel and food costs!
– We hosted a celebration banquet, which is the equivalent 

of $14,000 of catering!

View Pictures together at:
http://amesdsm.cc/blog/2016/bild-summit-banquet---

a-photo-essay

Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!

http://amesdsm.cc/blog/2016/bild-summit-banquet---a-photo-essay


Leaders from across USA met 3 times to discuss The 
Way of Christ and Apostles for their neighborhoods.

Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



• Antioch School received 5 more years of 
accreditation

• The team worked with 250 leaders/churches in the 
USA, helping them implement the Antioch School

Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



• We worked with leaders to establish the churches 
throughout their entire city. 
– Buffalo, Detroit, Orlando, Chattanooga, Little Rock, New York City, 

Baltimore, Atlanta, Los Angeles 

Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



CityChurch Finances

Budgeted for the year  $475,000
Total Income for the year $498,750

Gifts to BILD $ 73,681*
*direct gifts not included 

Total Giving $572,431

Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



Strategy, Networking, Meeting Pressing Needs and 
Reporting on the Work

Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



We made progress in our establishment in the faith

Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



Meeting Pressing Needs

Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



We are thankful for these things and the many more 
things that occurred in our fields.

What say you, what are you thankful for from 2016?

Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!



Ecclesiastes 9:7–10 (NRSV) 
• 7 Go, eat your bread with enjoyment, and drink your 

wine with a merry heart; for God has long ago approved 
what you do. 8 Let your garments always be white; do not 
let oil be lacking on your head. 9 Enjoy life with the wife 
whom you love, all the days of your vain life that are 
given you under the sun, because that is your portion 
in life and in your toil at which you toil under the sun. 
10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do with your might; 
for there is no work or thought or knowledge or wisdom in 
Sheol, to which you are going. 

Look what we, us, our family, our church accomplished!


